
Weaver Elementary Patch Project - 2017 

 

Animal Patch Project – Grades 3-5  

 

Are bats really “blind as a bat”?  Do flying fish really fly? What is a 

marsupial? Shark or whale—which one is a fish?  

These and hundreds of other questions have fascinating answers, and 

tell us more about the creatures with which we share our planet. Patch Projects on insects, 

birds and animals can help us learn how people and animals are different yet similar. 

 

Animal Study 

Follow these steps to complete a Patch Project: 

1) Select a QUESTION to investigate (“What happens if…?”) 

2) Identify the PURPOSE (the reason) for your project (“My purpose is to learn more 

about…”), and read books and use the internet to study more about your topic 

3) Make a HYPOTHESIS (a prediction) about the results (“I think this will happen…) 

4) Develop a PROCEDURE (an experiment) to test the hypothesis (“I am going to take these 

steps to test my prediction…”) 

5) Identify the MATERIALS you will need to conduct your experiment 

6) Show your RESULTS (what happened) by taking photos or making drawings to provide 

information about your experiment and the outcome 

7) Write down the steps you took while performing your experiment (“First I put water in 

both jars...” or “I used the internet to research how…”) and the results you obtained 

8) Make a chart, graph, or list of facts or statistics showing DATA to support your results 

9) Form a CONCLUSION (a summary of the outcome) to tell what the results mean and what 

you learned (“I learned that…”) 

10) Make a project display and experiment set-up to present at the Patch Project Days 

and Patch Science Fair  

11) Practice telling an audience about your project and what you learned! 

 

Animal Project Ideas 

Here are some ideas to get you thinking about the variety of plant projects that can be done. 

However, please make an effort to think of a unique project. You are also encouraged to 

work with your child to identify a project that interests them! 

 Do ants prefer sugar or cheese? 

 What substances repel various insects? 

 Observe and study behavioral difference between different types of dogs 

 Why do bright lights attract insects? 
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More animal project ideas… 

 Do different species of birds prefer different types of seeds? 

 How far does a snail travel in one minute? 

 Can earthworms be used to turn kitchen waste into compost? 

 Can hamsters or mice be taught, and then recall what they learned?  

 How much can a caterpillar eat in one day? 

 Do cats show handedness (prefer either their right or left paw)? 

 Demonstrate how different types of insects make different types of “songs” 

 Do turtles recognize colors? 

 Demonstrate how newts and salamanders hear without any external ears 

 

Example Project Plan for an Animal Experiment – Look at My Beak: What Do I Eat? 

1) QUESTION: How does the shape of a bird’s beak affect/guide what it eats? 

2) PURPOSE: To test whether birds beaks are adapted to eat only certain types of food 
3) HYPOTHESIS: I think bird beaks are best for one main type of food and you can tell by 

looking what type of food they eat 
4) PROCEDURE: 

Here are the steps I took: 
a. Researched the various major categories of bird beaks (there are 8) and what type 

of food each was designed to eat (hard seeds, catching insects in flight, fish, etc.) 
b. Identified a tool similar to the way each beak functions (example: Woodpeckers 

have strong beaks which taper to the tip, forming a chisel for pecking holes in 
trees for food or nests. Most feed on insects which live under the bark). 

c. Recreated the way each tool would work in the way the bird uses its beak 
d. Then tried to use the tool to function when finding/grabbing/eating a different 

type of food (example: tried to crack a hard seed with a chisel-type tool) 
5) Record your DATA and make notes about your observations and any numbers or results 
6) MATERIALS: Various tools and “food” samples to match bird beaks and food choices 
7) RESULTS:  Tools were able to replicate the function that the related beaks were meant to 

perform in the wild, but could not replicate well functions of other beaks 
8) CONCLUSION: Bird beaks have developed to be specialized to eat generally a specific 

type of food, usually one that is plentiful to the bird’s habitat 

 

Web Sites for Additional Animal Project Ideas and Information 

 http://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/Intro-Zoology.shtml 

 http://www.ehow.com/info_8310759_simple-science-projects-animals.html 

 http://www.ehow.com/info_8334292_animal-science-project-ideas-kids.html 

 http://chemistry.about.com/od/sciencefairprojectideas/a/Animal-Science-Fair-Project-

Ideas.htm 

 http://biology.about.com/od/biologysciencefair/p/animalprojects.htm 

 http://www.ehow.com/info_8265001_elementary-science-projects-animals.html 
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